8*           RELICS OF TREE-WORSHIP IN EUROPE        CHAT.

march before him In bands begging  Mm to give them a
Whitsuntide wetting.1

jack-in-           In England the best-known example of these leaf-clad

{Jl^Sr* Bummers is the Jack-In-the-Green, a chimney-sweeper who
Sand. walks encased in a pyramidal framework of wickerwork,
which is covered with holly and ivy, and surmounted by a
crown of flowers and ribbons. Thus arrayed he dances on
May Day at the head of a troop of chimney-sweeps, who
collect pence.2 The ceremony was witnessed at Cheltenham
on the second of May 1892, by Dr. W. BL D. Rouse, who
has described in detail the costume of the performers. They
were all chimney-sweeps of the town. Jack-in-the-Green or
the Bush-carrier was enclosed in a wooden framework on
which leaves were fastened so as to make a thick cone about
six feet high, topped with a crown, which consisted of two
wooden hoops placed crosswise and covered with flowers.
The leafy envelope was unbroken except for a single open-
ing through which peered the face of the mummer. From
time to time in their progress through the streets the per-
formers halted, and three of them, dressed in red, blue,
and yellow respectively, tripped lightly round the leaf-
covered man to the inspiring strains of a fiddle and a tin
whistle on which two 6$ their comrades with blackened faces
discoursed sweet music. The leader of the procession was a
clown fantastically clad in a long white pinafore or blouse
with coloured fringes and frills, and wearing on his head a
beaver hat of the familiar pattern, the crown of which hung
loose and was adorned with ribbons and a bird or a bundle
of feathers. Large black rings surrounded his eyes, and a
red dab over mouth and chin lent a pleasing variety to his
countenance. He contributed to the public hilarity by
flapping the yellow fringe of his blouse with quaint gestures
and occasionally fanning himself languidly. His efforts
were seconded by another performer, who wore a red fool's
cap, all stuck with flowers, and a white pinafore enriched
with black human figures in front and a black gridiron-like
pattern, crossed diagonally by a red bar, at the back. Two
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